
Parents Toolshop®  Class Rules

Arrive on time or, preferably, a few minutes early. 
• The class will last exactly 2 hours, so to end on time, we must start on time.
• If you arrive more than 10 minutes late, it will count against your attendance hours. 
• However late you are, you will be expected to stay that late after class, to get any information or

announcements that were given in the beginning of class when you weren’t there. 
• If you have questions or want personalized consultation, please arrive early. The instructor is there

15-30 minutes before class starts and is available at break. She may not be available after class. 
• We may do a review and have Q&A before class if we ran out of time the previous week. 

We will take a break between chapters. This might not always be exactly halfway through the session.
It could be a few minutes earlier or later. It could even go way beyond and the instructor will let you out
early that night. You are expected to wait until the instructor releases the class for break and not leave
early, which not only disrupts the class but distracts everyone else who is waiting patiently.

It is the instructor’s decision when the class starts, ends and takes a break. 
• The presenter will make every effort to be punctual, but the learning needs of the class as a whole

takes precedence. If we need to spend a few extra minutes to wrap up, then we will . . . especially if
we were answering people’s questions and the answers will help everyone in the class. 

• The presenter will indicate what clock or watch is being used to determine start, break and end
times. If this clock/watch is not visible to the class, you are expected to figure out how that time
compares to your own time piece.

Attendance Requirements for Graduation:
• Class closes after Chapter 3 (session 2). Someone must attend session 1 or 2 to get/stay in class.
• To get a “graduation” certificate, you must:

• Attend at least 75% of scheduled sessions (miss no more than 2 of 8 sessions)
• Actively participate in class (see next item)

• Perfect attendance = special certificate and recognition at graduation. Eligible for Grad benefits and
discounts.

• Miss 3 sessions = no graduation certificate, only an attendance verification.
• Miss 4 classes = you’ve dropped; don’t come back. There’s no way you can catch up.

Actively participate. You get credit for participating in class, not just showing up to “attend.” 
• Participation means you pay attention in class and actively participate in discussions, ask and

answer questions, and participate in group activities.
• These classes are very interactive, so it’s next to impossible to be bored or fall asleep, unless

someone is:
• Drunk, high, on drugs or overly-medicated. 

• If you are intoxicated or high, don’t come. You may be asked to leave.
• If you are overly medicated, speak to your doctor about adjusting your dosage. If you are

too drowsy to stay awake in this class, then you are probably too drowsy to supervise your
children. That is a safety risk and of concern to your instructor.

• Sleep deprived. If you are working third shift or are otherwise sleep deprived, do your best to
adjust your schedule or nap before/after class. If you become drowsy in class, feel free to stand
up and move around at the back of the class. 

Maintain your classmates’ confidentiality: Everyone must sign the agreement that asks you to:
• Not share personal information you hear in class. What is said in the class, stays in the class.
• Not to identify where you know classmates from if you meet them in public somewhere and they are

with someone who was not in your class. It is up to them to tell that person how he/she knows you.
• Not share details about any court case or involvement (including yours) during class. We do not

need to know this for you to learn the skills and content in this class. If it seems necessary or
important to know, schedule an appointment to tell the instructor in private.

• Speaking of legal issues, please ask appropriate professionals about non-parenting questions, not the
parenting instructor. For example ask attorneys questions related to court cases and legal questions.
Ask doctors about medical questions.



Be a responsible, accountable, adult learner by: 
• Being prepared for class by doing the reading assignment before class, so you can participate in

the discussion about it. 
• Asking questions to clarify anything you don’t understand.
• Completing and submit on time any pre-class forms or homework assignments that are

“mandatory.” 
• Listening to and follow any other suggestions, instructions or rules the instructor gives. 

Weather cancellations 
• If either Springboro Schools or the school district where the class takes place have no school that

day due to bad weather, we will automatically cancel our class. 
• You can call the instructor to verify, if you want, but are expected to determine this on your own,

without a call from the instructor to tell you. 
• We will discuss as a class when to reschedule a make-up class.

IF you are doing a skill assessment:

The Skill Assessment Questionnaire:
• The goal is to score 6+ out of 11 points. 
• Pre-score doesn’t matter — post-score (improvement) does
• Doesn’t assess understanding, but actually using the skills
• No right/wrong answers — are less effective and more effective answers.
• Standardized scoring — whoever scores, it would be the same. Doesn’t matter if I like you. 
• Practicing the skills is important. Use the skills with children and EVERYONE, all the time.
• Participate in class. If you ask/answer questions, do activities I can consider in scoring.
• If read the book, do the exercises and turn them in, I can consider those in your final score.

The report:
• Will only be sent to whomever you signed a release form to send it to. Ask for extra release forms to

send reports to extra people. 
• Will be sent for each person who attends at least one session, fills out a skill assessment and signs

release form. If someone doesn’t complete the class, the report indicates the pre-class score, that the
person dropped the class and there was NO improvement.

• You will receive the exact same report at the exact time it is sent to the other person. 
• Report includes information about attendance and participation and skill assessment results.
• It is the instructor’s goal to write the most positive report possible and advocate for your parental

rights. It can only, however, report the instructor’s assessments and opinions based on observations
of your actions and behaviors and statements made in class or to the instructor outside class. The
instructor can only report what actually happened and it must be truthful. Therefore, the content of
the report is actually determined by you, how you conduct yourself in class and how well you do on
the skill assessment. 

IF you have been “mandated” to attend this class, you have some choices to make: 
• Are you going to attend or face the consequences of not attending?
• Which class you are going to attend to fulfill your mandate (this is not the only parenting class in

town...it’s just the best (). If you can’t abide by the expectations of this class, go somewhere else. 
• If you have to come anyway, what can you get out of this opportunity? You will get out of the class

what you put into it 
• How you will conduct yourself in and outside of class? To have the most productive pleasant

experience, just follow the rules outlined in this list.

Your instructor wants to be an encouraging, positive, supportive person in your life and help you
accomplish the parenting goals you have set. Do your part to make this a positive relationship and
experience for both you and your instructor.
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